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The new shrubs had scarcely budded any
growth in front of the new Henry General
Hospital when the community hospital hit
its first speed bump.

It was six months after the doors first
opened in 1979, and already the 104-bed
facility saw a day when it reached capacity.

Clearly, this community was growing,
and in a big hurry. Henry County’s
brand-new hospital would need to find
ways to expand to keep up.

Expansion means money. Money
means fundraising. And fundraising means
talented people and lots of hard work.

So in 1982, the Henry Medical
Center Foundation was formed. Governed
by a volunteer Board of Directors, the

Foundation is a non-profit philanthropic
organization that supports the needs of
Henry Medical Center through its
fundraising efforts.

It’s been plenty busy. Since its
inception, the Foundation has raised more
than $5 million to support the hospital.

Funds are used for facilities,
equipment, scholarships, patient assistance
and community outreach. Two of the more
visible examples are the recently-built
Foundation Education Center and, in 21
years, funding for more than 100 nursing
scholarships.

But the real story of the Foundation
is all about its people. On the three
following pages are some of those stories.

“Claire
Crumbley

Generous with her time,
money and imagination

An old Chinese adage says that if you
want to observe the contents of a person’s
heart, first observe how that person spends
their free time, and on what their money
is spent.

Claire Crumbley’s heart is evidently
filled with love for her neighbors in
Henry County.

As a member of the Henry Medical
Center Foundation Board of Directors,
Crumbley has a vantage point to see
first-hand the needs that confront a
community hospital in a swiftly growing
suburban county, as well as the good that
an active group of alert citizens can do
through a non-profit foundation.

“It’s delightful to serve alongside
other board members who care so much,
as we do,” she said. “We use the creativity
God planted in our brains, and the love he
tucked in our hearts to get what the
hospital tells us they need.”

The work on behalf of the hospital
can be heart-wrenching but is never an
imposition on her life, said Crumbley.
“What we do is just so vital. When you
begin to understand that a piece of
equipment being within a certain distance
of your neighbors can make a difference
on whether they survive some kind of
trauma, that puts everything
into perspective.”

The McDonough homemaker says
that it gives her joy to share that with
which she has been blessed. “The work I
do, the money I raise, the money I donate,
can lead to literally saving the lives of
people I know, people I've known for
years. When you look at it that way, it
becomes a privilege to serve.”
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Gene and Virginia Knowles,
donors and former patients

They were there for us. And that was so
important. We'll never forget the care and
the concern the people here showed her.

Gene & Virginia
Knowles

When patients become donors

the technicians, everybody here, were all so supportive and so helpful,
and I'm just thrilled to death to be a part of this hospital.”

Knowles was a fighter, and her body’s defenses, aided by constant
care, fought off the infection. Today she is vibrant and eager to help
others get the help she received.

“If we had a lot of money I know exactly where it would go,” she
said. Knowles and her husband, Gene, are now regular contributors to
the Foundation. Why? “Because this hospital meant so much, not only
to us, but to our family.”

“They were there for us,” agreed Gene Knowles. “And that was so
important. We'll never forget the care and the concern the people here
showed her.”

Some give to the Foundation knowing that their tax-deductible
dollars can help others, just as others’ previous donations to the
hospital helped them — when they needed it most.

That was the case with cancer survivor Virginia Knowles.

Knowles checked into Henry Medical Center after her cancer
was discovered and had progressed. “I don’t think I was in here but
about two days. And just everybody was so nice and caring and
compassionate.”

But her weakened state from her cancer treatments had left her
body vulnerable, and Knowles lost consciousness. “I had pneumonia
very badly and went into a drug-induced coma. I was in that for 52
days. That was the time that my husband, my doctors, all the nurses,
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Elizabeth
Johnson

Accepting help, and
paying it forward

Sometimes the Foundation’s beneficiaries
and the Foundation’s donors are the
same person. That’s the case with Henry
Medical Center emergency room nurse
Elizabeth Johnson. The 39-year-old
mother of five from Stockbridge just
graduated in May from a three-year
registered nurse program at Gordon
College in Barnesville, a school

she attended on an HMC

Foundation scholarship.

Johnson is no stranger to Henry
Medical Center. She’s worked at the
hospital for 11 years, mostly as the unit
secretary on one of the hospital’s most
hectic desks — the emergency room
nursing station. “I'd always had a heart to
be an RN but with five children, and at
the time I was a single parent, there was
no way I could afford the schooling or the
time away from a steady paycheck.” She
said she knew she could be a more
valuable asset to her community as a nurse,
“I knew I could do it, but without some
help there was no way to get from there
to here.”

The way “from there to here” was in
part mapped out for Johnson when, at the
urging of fellow employees, she met with
Dr. Sam Lorenzo, emergency physician
and chairman of the HMC Foundation.
Lorenzo explained to her the qualifications
for the Foundation’s nursing scholarship,
the application process and the
requirements after graduation. And, the
hospital gladly kept her on in a reduced-
hours capacity while she went to school
full-time.

“It was hard work, very hard,” she
said. Juggling the academic requirements,
the daily 35-minute commute to the
Barnesville campus, her stressful ER job,
and cooking and cleaning for a busy
household of five children ranging from 6
years old to 18—and even helping out with
her church’s youth group—Johnson said the
hectic schedule of her college years has
been well worthwhile. “This is where my
heart is, to help people out when they
need it the most.”

And Johnson’s big heart gives more
than just her time and energy as an
integral part of the ER. For years now, out
of every paycheck, Johnson has set aside a
portion for the Henry Medical Center
Foundation. “T've always done that, even
before I got the scholarship. It’s not much,
but after awhile, it adds up. They do so
much. It’s worth every penny.”

Elizabeth Johnson, RN,

donor and scholarship recipient

Where donations to the
Foundation go:
e Tuition scholarships for nurses
e State-of-the-art equipment
e Patient assistance
e Community education
e Support groups

Donations in 2009
o Annual Garden Party raised $60,000

© Hospital administration, directors and
employees pledged $62,000

e Physicians pledged $200,000
o Pacemaker 5000 raised $19,000
o Auxiliary pledged $26,000

How to donate:

e Mail a check to:
HMC Foundation
1133 Eagle’s Landing Parkway
Stockbridge, GA 30281

e Donate online at: hmcfoundation.org

e Watch the TeleWebaThon in September
and make a pledge

e Purchase a brick

MGes
SAVING LIVES  snNGili=
TELEWEBATHON 7"~
Saturday, September 12, 6:00 p.m.
Live event—aopen to the public—at
Bethany Baptist Church. Featuring: an
R&B band, comedian, 8-year-old
drummer and singers of all styles.
Watch on SCB-TV Channel 15 during
week of September 21.

ANNUAL CHARITY GOLF

TOURNAMENT
Friday, October 9, 2009

At Crystal Lake Golf & Country Club.
Contact Adam Stanfield at:
astandfield@hmc-ga.org

LIVING MEMORIAL SERVICE
Sunday, October 18, 3:00 p.m.

At McDonough Christian Church.
Make a contribution to Henry
Medical Center today in memory
of a loved one and they will be
remembered and honored at

this service.
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Ken Huff | Georgia Power

It's not about style. For these men, it's about encouraging
the women in their lives to take care of themselves. They

know breast cancer is more treatable if detected early. [ = | \

Join these real men by asking the women in your life to call ‘__‘ H

678.604.1055 to schedule an annual mammogram today. -~ " | I I y www.henrymedical.com

LEADING EDGE TECHNOLOGY. FIRST CLASS CARE. CLOSE TO HOME. S Medlcal Center
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